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By the Numbers
. Hanford Site

The Hanford Site sits on 580 square miles of desert in southeastern Washington state, adjacent to the
Columbia River. From 1943 to 1987, chain reactions inside Hanford’s nine nuclear reactors changed uranium'’s
chemical composition by exposing it to extra neutrons, producing plutonium that went into nuclear weapons
used during World War Il and was stockpiled during the Cold War.

Hanford’s last reactor was shut down in 1987, but 44 years of plutonium production at the site generated
millions of tons of solid waste and contaminated soil, as well as billions of gallons of contaminated liquids. In
1989, the Energy Department’s mission to cleanup waste at Hanford began.
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